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a hub for regional economic
development, established NCC in
1996 as a tax-exempt research and
development organization to unlock
mainstream commercial markets
and tap a vast resource for new
business opportunities.

NCC A KEY PRESENTER AT
THE OHIO BRIDGE
CONFERENCE

NCC presented a summary of the
FRP Bridge Deck Project at the Ohio
Bridge Conference held in
Columbus on August 13. The
presentation kicked off with a brief
overview of FRP composites in
bridge structures covering benefits,
decks, superstructure, beams and
strengthening processes. In
addition to a discussion of FRP deck
configurations, fabrication,
assembly and suppliers, the
presentation also included a review
of NCC’s Project 100, an overview
of the Center’s new C4I program,
inspection results of NCC’s
completed bridge projects, NCC’s
performance monitoring and a
summary of the Center’s future
efforts and opportunities. NCC also
moderated a panel discussion on
FRP bridge decks that consisted of
county bridge engineers Bob
Badger (Washington County), Steve
Mary (Hamilton County), Warren
Schlatter (Defiance County); the
structural administrator for the Ohio
Department of Transportation
(ODOT) and design engineer Mark
Henderson of Lockwood Jones &
Beal. NCC’s presentation and the

panel discussion was attended by
more than 100 Ohio engineers and
has resulted in two new potential
FRP deck projects.

LITEFLEX™ HAS RECORD
MONTH OF SHIPMENTS

Liteflex LLC, a strategic partner with
NCC, recorded a milestone month
for shipments in August for its
composite leaf springs. Liteflex, in
conjunction with NCC, purchased
the composite spring business from
Delphi Automotive Systems (NYSE:
DPH) in December 2001. Liteflex™
composite springs are lighter and
more durable than steel springs and
offer unique engineered ride
properties that cannot be matched
by steel. In addition to the domestic
market, Liteflex™ is also producing
composite springs for the European
truck market. August’s shipments,
valued at almost $1 million, were
attributed in part by product sales
to heavy-duty tractor and trailer
customers. Liteflex currently makes
composite springs for the
passenger car, light truck and
heavy-duty automotive market.
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